
Follow this trail for 14 fascinating facts and stories

What do you know about Bristol 
and the First World War?

1. Women’s war work
Look for the Tram model 
(Ticket to Ride case, no. 5)

When men went off to fight, 
women helped the war effort 
by doing men’s jobs. They 
worked in offices, factories 
and on trams like this one. 
Some women enjoyed their 
new work and didn’t want 
to stop after the war ended. 
Men returning from fighting 
were not happy. After they 
complained many women 
lost their jobs. 

2. Air raids
Anderson shelter 
(freestanding)

This shelter is from the 
1940s but did you know 
that there were 78 air raids 
on Britain during the First 
World War? 

People in Bristol were 
worried about being 
attacked. They turned off 
street lights at night so the 
city was hidden from enemy 
aircraft. Bristol was never 
attacked but elsewhere in 
Britain 4,822 people were 
injured and 1,413 people died 
in air raids.

A woman working on the trams 
in Bristol during the First 
World War. Bristol Record Office 

43207/9/5/92

Poster by Frank Brangwyn 
Courtesy of Library of Congress 

LC-USZC4-11188

Let’s start in the 
Bristol Places 
gallery



3. Mustard gas
World War Two gas masks 
(Bristol at War case, no. 1)

During World War Two 
everyone carried gas masks 
like the ones here, because 
they knew gas had been 
used as a weapon in the 
First World War. In 1918 
mustard gas was made near 
Avonmouth Docks in Bristol. 
It was very dangerous 
work. A single drop caused 
serious burns, as well as eye 
and lung problems. At one 
Bristol munitions factory, 3 
people died and 1400 people 
became ill in just six months.

5. In the air 
Model of Bristol F2B 
Fighter plane (Science and 
engineering case, no. 12)

Aircraft have been built in 
Bristol since 1910. During 
the First World War over 
3,000 Bristol Fighter planes 
were built in Filton and 
Brislington. This plane had 
three machine guns and 
could carry over 100kg of 
bombs. Women worked in 
these aircraft factories for 
the first time instead of men 
who had joined up to fight.  

6. Keeping the troops 
happy 
Fry’s chocolate (Food and 
consumables case)

In 1914 Fry’s was one of the 
largest employers in Bristol. 
During the First World War 
they made hundreds of 
millions of bars of chocolate. 
These were sent to soldiers’ 
training camps and to people 
involved in the war across 
the Empire. They were even 
sent to Prisoners of War.

4. Made in Bristol
Douglas motorbike (freestanding)

During the First World War over 25,000 motorcycles were built for 
the armed services by Douglas Motors Ltd in Bristol. They were 
sent to countries all over the world where fighting was taking place. 
In 1918, many motorcycles came back to the factory. They were 
battered and twisted by shell fire, showing the bravery of the men 
who delivered messages on the battlefields. 

Women working at Cosmos 
Engineering in Fishponds, 
which manufactured shells. 
From the Iles family album 

1914-1918 Ref:J4533/28 

Bristolian Thomas Pitcher, 
a dispatch rider in France 
during the First World War. 
Courtesy of Michael Pitcher 

A Bristol F2B fighter plane. J4038.93

Fry’s marketing during the First 
World War. 38538/Mgt/Mk/2/10

Leave this gallery and go upstairs to the Bristol People gallery



7. Helping hands 
Southville Beau 
(Words & theatre case, no. 8)

This is a new model of a 
collecting tin used in Bristol 
to raise over £150 for the 
Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Wool 
Fund during the First World 
War. It was named after a 
terrier called The Southville 
Beau. During and after the 
First World War people in 
Bristol raised huge amounts 
of money to support people 
affected by war. This 
included £6,000 to build new 
houses for people in Bethune 
in northern France which 
Bristol ‘adopted’ in 1920.

8. On the march! 
Boots (Clothing and textiles 
case, no. 10)

Bristol had several boot-
making factories, such as G.B. 
Britton and Sons. Between 1914 
and 1918 local factories made 
between 3 and 4 million pairs 
of boots for the armed services 
of Britain, France, Serbia, Italy, 
Russia and America. There 
were different types of boots for 
crossing rough terrain or horse 
riding, as well as canvas shoes 
for use in war hospitals.

9. Women get the vote 
Suffragette ribbon 
(Protesting case, no. 2)

In 1914 the campaign for 
women’s right to vote was 
at its height. When the war 
began some protestors 
called off their campaign and 
the government released all 
suffragette prisoners. 
After the war, the vote was 
given to women aged 30 or 
over, or who owned a house 
– so many of the women who 
had worked so hard during 
the war still didn’t have the 
vote.

10. Moved by conflict 
Somali camel bell (Why did you leave Bristol? case)

Over time, Bristol has been a refuge for many people moved 
by conflict including Somalis fleeing civil war in the 1990s. 
To the right of this case you can see who else has come to 
Bristol throughout the City’s history.

Between 1914-15 about 250,000 Belgian refugees arrived in 
Britain. Hundreds came to live in Bristol. At the end of the 
war they returned to Belgium – including 100 children born 
during their time here.

A postcard of the original Southville Beau 
BRO 43207/9/13/104

Postcard of Belgian refugees in 
Bristol in 1914 
BRO 43207-7-067

Officers of ‘Bristol’s Own’, the 12th Battalion 
Gloucestershire Regiment wearing Britton’s boots. 
BRO 43207/27/3

Leave this gallery and go across to the Bristol Life gallery



12. Peaceful protest
Quaker bonnet 
(What does your faith group mean to you? case, no. 13)

Bristol had a strong Quaker community during the First World War. 
Most refused to take part in fighting as violence was against their 
beliefs. Many joined Service Corps instead, looking after things 
such as horses and transport. Many others volunteered to help 
people in need.

13. Be prepared
Boy Scout jersey with 
badges (What interests do 
you share? case, no. 5)

‘Be prepared’ is the motto 
of the Boy Scout Association 
founded in 1907. Bristol’s 
scouts volunteered their help 
during the war. One of their 
jobs was to put out Bristol’s 
gas street lights if there was 
an air-raid – luckily there 
never was. The only First 
World War memorial in the 
country to commemorate 
Boy Scouts is in Downend, on 
the edge of Bristol.

11. Children love to play 
Marbles and hopscotch 
(Children playing case, no. 
12; floor)

Before the war most toys 
sold in England were made 
in Germany, but war stopped 
trade with Germany. 

There was little spare money 
for toys. Marbles would have 
been popular as they would 
have lasted well. Children 
would also have played 
games in the street like 
hopscotch – why not have a 
go yourself!

14. Bristol docks play their part  

Cargoes of food and materials from around the world were 
unloaded here from merchant ships. These ships were in constant 
danger from attack by German submarines. In December 1918, two 
captured German submarines, U86 and UC92, were towed into the 
docks by the Royal Navy.

Imagine it is 1918 and you are standing here looking across the 
docks to the city – can you imagine seeing the submarine?

Paul Sturge, a Bristol Quaker who 
joined the Friends Ambulance Unit in 
1914 Courtesy of Roger Sturge

Cheering the Chief Scout by 
William Holt Yates Titcomb, 1913 
or 1914. K333

Captured German submarine U-86 
in Bristol, 1918. Bristol Record 

Office 32759 Scrapbook of Lord 

Mayor Twigg

On Facebook: /mshedbristol or Twitter: @mshedbristol
Find out more about Bristol and the First World War, visit 
bristolmuseums.org or Bristol2014.com 

Go across the gallery to the large windows – 
and look out!

If you enjoyed this, 
tell us why!


